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Erie Marsh Preserve: In 2006, The
Nature Conservancy signed a
cooperative management agreement
with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service to enroll the 2,217-acre Erie
Marsh Preserve into the IWR.  This
unique coastal wetland ecosystem
doubled the size of the IWR.

Gard Island:  In 2006, the University
of Toledo signed a cooperative
management agreement with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service to add
the 17-acre Gard Island into the IWR.
Key goals are to protect this unique

island habitat for wildlife and for
research and environmental
education.

Coastal Wetlands at the Mouth of

Swan Creek: In 2006, the Migratory
Bird Conservation Commission
awarded $149,068 in funding to help
acquire unique coastal wetland and
upland habitats at the mouth of
Swan Creek in Monroe County.
Additional monies will be coming
from the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and a North
American Wetlands Conservation
Act grant.

Lake Erie Metro Park: During
2006, 780 acres of unique coastal
wetlands, meadows, lagoons, and
other habitats were added through a
cooperative management agreement
with Huron-Clinton Metropolitan
Authority. This park is one of the top
places to watch hawks in North
America and is home to the annual
HawkFest.

 Research and
Monitoring
International Association for

Great Lakes Research: In 2006, a
special, one-day session on the IWR
was convened at the Annual Meeting
of the International Association for
Great Lakes Research.

Indicator Project: During 2006, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service,
Environment Canada, U.S.
Environmental Protection Agency,
and many other partners continued
their work on the Detroit River-
Western Lake Erie Indicator Project.
This topic of status and trends of key
indicators was also the focus of the
State of the Strait Conference in
December 2006.  See link for more
information: www.epa.gov/
medgrosseile_site/indicators/index.html

Huron Erie Corridor Initiative: In
2006, the U.S. Geological Survey’s Great
Lakes Science Center partnered with
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and many
other agencies to address high priority
research needs for the Huron-Erie
corridor.

Lake Whitefish Reproduction: In
2005, U.S. Geological Survey and U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service found 62
whitefish larvae in the lower Detroit
River, confirming natural reproduction of
whitefish for the first time since 1916.  In
2006, an event was held to symbolically
release of whitefish fry into the river.

Rockwood Christmas Bird Count:

In 2006, the Rouge River Bird
Observatory and Detroit Audubon
added another year to the 30-year
Rockwood Christmas Bird Count
database. See link for more
information: www.umd.umich.edu/dept/
rouge_river/rockwoodcbc.html

Migratory Bird Stopover Sites: In
2006, The Nature Conservancy and
many partners continued their work on
compiling and synthesizing information
necessary for protection and restoration
of migratory bird stopover sites in
western Lake Erie.

Mussel Survey: In 2006, a total of
13 species were found during the
mussel surveys performed by the
Michigan Natural Features Inventory
at 14 sites within the Detroit River
IWR.
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Common Tern: In 2006, research on
the Detroit River common tern colonies
at the Grosse Ile Free and Toll Bridges
monitored the level of contaminants,
such as PCBs, in common tern eggs.
The eggs are collected and processed at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service lab,
and sent to Great Lakes Institute for
Environmental Research for analysis.

Fisheries Survey: In 2006, a
comprehensive fishery survey was
performed by Michigan Department
of Natural Resources, U.S. Geological
Survey, and U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service in the Detroit River and
western Lake Erie.

Herpetological Survey: During 2006,
17 reptile and amphibian species were
documented during a survey on Calf
Island, Mamajuda Shoal, Mud Island,
Brancheau Unit, Eagle Island Marsh,
Berenholz Unit, and Grassy Island.
Recorded were Eastern Fox Snake,

American Lotus

beds at Erie

Marsh
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U.S. Steel: In 2006, U.S. Steel
completed an innovative shoreline
restoration project using soft
engineering techniques.
Approximately 2,000 feet of shoreline
were restored with $200,000 in
funding.  Partners in the project
included: U.S. Steel, Nativescape,
Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality, Metropolitan
Affairs Coalition, and U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service.

Breeding Bird Survey: In 2006,
another breeding bird survey was
completed in Humbug Marsh by the
Rouge River Bird Observatory.  In
total, 66 species were identified;
ranging from Cerulean Warbler and
Ovenbird to the Indigo Bunting.
See link for more information:
www.umd.umich.edu/dept/rouge_river/
DRIWR_NAMC_2006.html

Grassy Island: In 2006, the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers completed a visual
dike inspection.  A plant survey resulted
in over 100 different species identified.
A 2006 bird/insect survey recorded 23
different bird species on or adjacent
to Grassy Island. A sediment survey is
underway.  See link for more
information: www.fws.govmidwestgrassyisland
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